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From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. 
   John 1:16 
 
Hello! I am so excited to be here as 
your pastor. Traditionally, when I 
start a call I would hold small group meetings so that I could get to 
know each of you better. I would ask you what you love about Westby 
Coon Prairie or Vang, what you would change, where you feel God is 
calling us into ministry in the  future, and how you would like to be a 
part of our work together as the body of Christ. Unfortunately, with 
COVID-19 at its highest level yet, I don't think this is safe to do. Please 
know I desire to know each of you and I am afraid it may take longer 
than you or I want it to take. So, I am asking for your grace as I learn 
names. I would love it if you would share your answers to these ques-
tions with me through email because I think these are critical questions 
that we need to be asking ourselves as God's hands and feet in the 
world.  

Second, I want you to know that my first two priorities are to keep us 
worshiping in-person safely and get confirmation up and running in 
October. If you have been exposed to COVID-19 or are not feeling 
well I am asking you to worship with us online for the health and safety 
of others. If you are a confirmation family, you will be hearing from 
me soon! 

Third, I need your help. If you or someone you know is ill, in need of 
pastoral care, would like communion or is celebrating something won-
derful, please let myself or Roxie in the office know. I want to support 
you through the good and the bad! 

Lastly, thank you from the bottom of my heart for your support of our 
Afghan brothers and sisters at my installation service. We collected 
$1,118.00 in worship to help aid in the settlement of our newest neigh-
bors and council added $2,000.00 from our budgeted local giving. 
WELCA women of the church gave $200.00 also. What a great start to 
our ministry together! 

Peace,                                                                                                                          

Pastor Alyssa                                                                                  
westbypastoralyssa@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 
Building Fund Balance   $          450.56 
General Fund Balance   $     20,373.91    
Total Income     $     20,167.90  
Total Expenditures    $     12,324.55   
Line of Credit Balance   $     10,000.00 
Mission Support Given   $      
Certificate of Deposit                                     $       5,076.61 

   

 

Vang Financial Information  
Through 

August 2021 
 
 

WCP Financial Information  
through  

September 2021 

 

  

 
Total Budget Receipts              $167,634.42 
Total Budget Expenditures    $  79,604.34 
Mission Support Given    $  15,828.00 
Line of Credit Balance    $           0.00  
Boiler Loan Balance     $           0.00 



 

 
 
 

PARISH PRAYERS 

Jesse Fortun, Lynette Johnson, Mora Mikshowsky, Amy         
Gabrielson, David Veum, Shari Goss, Janice Jacobson, Mitchell 
Moore, Janice Thompson, John & Lenore Lams, Danielle 
Sorenson (granddaughter of Carol Sorenson), Bobby Johnson 
(son-in-law to Vicki Christianson), Birger Eklov, Kari Nelson,  
Orin Larson, Floyd Storey, Maynard Fortun, Michelle Leer, Linda 
& Joe Glowski (Jana Dregne’s sister & brother-in-law) 
 
Norseland: Lilah Hagen, Marvin & Helen Lee, Lucille Theige, 
Anna Nordin, Norman & Shirley Sidie, Joanne Thompson,      
Miriam Lewison, George Navrestad 
Bethany St Joe: Robert & Sandy Flugstad 
Creamery Creek: Siv Ann Meyer 
Hillview Terrace: Lyle Lund 
Vernon Manor: Erma Graupe, Dorothy Lunde, Jean Hage 
Ravenwood Care Center (West Salem): Gerda Aarness 
Serving our Country: SPC Lane Montgomery, First Sgt. Dale 
Gabrielson, PFC Brandon Gabrielson-WI Nat’l Guard 
 
Those who are grieving the loss of loved ones: Families of 
Shirley Engh & Craig Engh, families of Gilbert Leum, families of 
Betty Dahlen 

American Red Cross Blood Drive 
Westby Coon Prairie Church 

 Monday November 15, 2021  
Noon —5:30 pm   

         

 

 

 

Pastor Alyssa Weaver and Bishop Felix  
Sunday September 19, 2021                                                                    
Installation for Pastor Alyssa 



 

 

 

WCP COUNCIL MINUTES 

Westby Coon Prairie Church Council Minutes 
September 21, 2021 

WCP Mission Statement: Serving God, we share the love of 
Jesus Christ. 

Present: Kala Berg, Pete Engh, Pastor Alyssa, Amy Jankowski, Tim 
Iverson, Shianne Reschke, Maureen Amundson, David Kraabel,  
Bonny Fish, Ruth Armstrong, Mary Connelly. 
Excused: Jhett Sherry, Martha Olson, Monte Dunnum, Megan     
Torkelson, Dave Tubbin, Tami Kjos, Chris Helseth. 
Call to Order: Vice President Pete Engh. 
Devotional & Prayer: Pastor Alyssa. 
Introductions around the room. 
Secretary’s Report: Council meeting minutes from August 17, 
2021, were read and approved.  
A motion was made to accept the secretary’s report as written.  
m/s/c Tim Iverson, Maureen Amundson 
Treasurer’s Report: Tim shared the financial summary report from 
August 2021.  

Tim confirmed the PPP loan has been forgiven. 
A motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report as written.   
m/s/c Ruth Armstrong, Bonny Fish 
Committee Reports:                                                                                     
Property Committee: Monte shared the following via Email prior to 
the meeting. The Ron and Sue Bjerke Piano should be in the Mikkel-
son room.  The family wanted to donate to the church and in discus-
sion with Pete Engh and Sarah Nestingen, we decided this was a good 
donation to accept. Thanks to Mark Jelinek, Kyle Bakkum, Ric    
Bakkum, Tami Kjos and Dan Nelson for moving it for us.                                                                       
Received a quote from Pederson Electric, LLC it is for information 
only. Below would be the description of the quote. Bryce Pederson 
visited the church and discussed with me a suggestion to make our 
electrical system more efficient and overall safer. He stated that he 
did NOT see any immediate ‘risks’, but an update would be good as 
items have continually been added. Suggestion to add a couple of 
outlets and one light switch in the kitchen. Bryce stated he could at 
any time schedule a timer replacement for our parking lot lights. He 
said the system may be getting worn out and suggested going with 
LED light upgrade. Although the upgrade would be more expensive, 
the savings would take place over the life of the lights and easily  
                                                   Council minutes cont’d page 5 

 

 

  

 
Immigration Refugees 

Anonymous, WCP WELCA, 
WCP/Vang members 
 

Disaster Relief 
Anonymous 
 

World Hunger 
Anonymous 

 
Youth Ministry 

Gift by: Arlie Dunnum,        
Aluminum Can Money 
 
 
Lutheran Campus Ministry 

Anonymous 
 

 
Shepherd Fund 

Anonymous 
 

Country Coon 
 Prairie Cemetery  

IMO Earl Jaeger Sept. Bday 
By Ellen Jaeger Labounta 

 
 

 
Vang General Fund 

IHO brothers: Bruce &  
Thomas Volden, October 
b-days 

IMO brother: Michael Volden, 
October b-day 

By: Marlo Volden 

Memorials and Gifts 

VANG SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS 
 

Vang Sunday School Starts        
October 10th after Worship! 

 
When: October 10th 9am (ish) 

 
Who: Any and All Kiddos are 

Welcome! 

 

Any questions or suggestions contact 

Becky Ray 



 

 

Wednesday Word curriculum is ordered and on its way 
but we are still on the search for Volunteer Teachers! 
Our Registration Night is on Wednesday September 
29th at 5:30 to 6:30 pm with our first day with the kids 
on October 6th! We plan to have the children masked 
and will do our best to social distance and have asked if 
the children have been exposed to covid to please       
refrain from attending Wednesday Word to protect our 
more vulnerable population. Wednesday Word will 
begin October 6th for youth from 1st grade to 6th grade. 
Frolic Sunday School will remain on Sundays at            
9-9:30am prior to worship and will start up on Sunday  
October 9th. The lesson will be geared towards        
birth-Kindergarten, but all are welcome to attend! 
 
Confirmation is in the works with Pastor Alyssa     
teaching. We have some catching up to do with our  
classes, so this year confirmation will include 7th, 8th & 
9th grades. We are hopeful to start up sometime in           
October. Watch for start dates soon! 

Property update continued from page 11 
and save money if other issues arise.  Note, we still have to do filter 
and battery replacement, but they service all the machinery etc, which 
is key.                                                                    
5.  Two different calls to Flocks have also resulted in a push to get the 
NEW AIR CONDITIONER quote in our hands in the near fu-
ture.  NOT pushing for a new AC, just need to know the cost and their 
expected years remaining on our unit so we know.   It will also be a 
large price tag.   
Other things, please let me know. There are other things still in the 
works, but no updates so not listed.  
Respectfully submitted,  
Monte  

 

 

            Council minutes cont’d from page 4 
cover the cost differential. When the council decides to make a 

motion to proceed, Monte will get quotes from at least one or 
more companies for the comparison.                                                                             
Tonight’s council members unanimously agreed with looking 
into getting this electrical system fixed sooner than later. 

 
Brye Plumbing (Tom Brye and Josh Barancyzk) came a couple of 

weeks ago and repaired the urinal flush on the boy’s bathroom 
in the upper level of the education wing.  There was also a 
"back up" in the sink at that time and we had much water in 
the boiler room after the last rain. They replaced the sump 
pump in the boiler room and examined the sink drain. 

I have called a couple of gutter services to examine the gutters in 
general. Also, to explore options for downspouts and draining 
away from church building. No updates on the gutter system 
yet. 

Flocks Heating and AC will be here this week doing their second 
annual maintenance of our system. I plan to present to 
the council with another service contract for next year as this is 
the most efficient way for us to maintain our system on a regu-
lar schedule and save money if other issues arise. Note: we still 
need to do filter and battery replacement, but they service all 
the machinery etc., which is key.  

Two different calls to Flocks have also resulted in a push to get the 
new air conditioner quote in our hands in the near future.  NOT 
pushing for a new AC, however we need to know the cost and 
the expected years remaining on our unit. A new unit will be 
high-priced.   

Education Committee: Megan gave updates to Shianne to share 
tonight. Welcome Shianne Reschke, our new Youth Director at 
Westby Coon Prairie Church!                                                                                                  
Confirmation – Pastor Alyssa is working on a schedule and 
hoping to resume in October 2021.                                                                          
Wednesday Word – Registration will be September 29th at 
5:30 pm. Sunday School – will resume on October 9th from 
9:00 am – 9:30 am. Note: COVID safety guidelines will     
continue to be established. 

WELCA: Maureen shared the following.                                                               
Held a couple of meetings and the committee feels more      
organized. Meetings are held 3rd Thursday of every month at 
10:00 am.  

     Council minutes cont’d on page 6 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                                          
Council minutes cont’d from page 5 
 
Recent meetings they worked on health and school kits. WELCA has 
gained 5 – 6 new members. Quilting will resume in November at WCP. 
They are looking for a chairperson to guide this group.                                                                      
 
Music & Worship: Ruth Armstrong shared the following.                                       
Committee met on Sunday, September 19th, and recommended the     
following: Continue with one service per Sunday until further notice. 
Moving the start time to 9:00 am starting November 7th. We will need to 
discuss Sunday school times with Education Committee. Continue    
music rotation as is until further notice. Traditional music – two       
Sundays and Praise band – two Sundays. If there is a fifth Sunday in the 
month, Praise band will play. Start using prepackaged communion again 
as COVID cases are rising. Long-term goal is to get back to doing two 
services per Sunday. We will need to review our church sanctuary’s  
capacity again and set a new capacity number if we need to create more 
space elsewhere in the church. 
COVID safety guidelines will continue to be established. 
A motion was made to continue the one service per Sunday at WCP.  
m/s/c Mary Connelly, David Kraabel 
A motion was made to start service at 9:00 am beginning on         
November 7th, 2021. 
m/s/c David Kraabel, Kala Berg 
Old Business: 
Local Mission Giving –  
A motion was made to donate $1,000.00 to the American Cancer 
Society/Chaseburg Sole burner. 
m/s/c Kala Berg, Tim Iverson 
A motion was made to donate $2,000.00 to the Lutheran Social   
Services of Wisconsin – Refugee Resettlement. 
m/s/c Ruth Armstrong, Tim Iverson 
After these two motions we have about $3,000.00 left to give to local 
missions and charities.  
Action item for next meeting > Council to come back with other local 
missions/charities that we can give funds to. We have until the end of 
the year to give. 
New Business: 

October Westby Witness: deadline for articles is September 24th. 
Contact Roxie at 608-634-3412 or E-mail at                                  
wcpchurch@mwt.net. 

                                                     Council minutes cont’d on page 7 

  

 

Property Committee Report 
1. Pederson Electric has given us a quote to update the electrical      
service in our building. IT IS FOR INFORMATION ONLY AND 
FOR      FUTURE PLANNING PURPOSES. (Big number but FULL 
UPDATE TO SERVICE) 
a.  If you go behind the kitchen and look at the maze of electrical    
boxes, you will understand my concern and Bryce Pederson visited the 
church, discussed with me and came up with the attached quote as a 
suggestion to make our system something more efficient, up to date 
and overall "safer".  He stated that he did NOT see any immediate 
"risks" but an update would be good as items have continually been 
added and additional boxes have been added to accommodate with the 
thought that at some time an update was likely needed.  I suggest that 
time is SOON.   
b.  We will also add a couple of outlets to the kitchen and at least one 
switch as well.   
c.  Bryce stated that he could AT ANY TIME also schedule TIMER 
REPLACEMENT for our parking lot timers which several of us have 
struggled to properly adjust.  He stated that they are probably just get-
ting older and worn out so replacement would be good.  He also sug-
gested an LED light upgrade to the parking lot lights.  Although more 
expensive up front, savings would take place over the life of the lights 
that would easily cover the cost differential.  
d.  WHEN we decide to proceed, I will get quotes from at least 1 and 
likely 2 more companies for this.  We will then compare "apples to  
apples" on suggested updates as they are asked to suggest updates etc.   
2.  Brye Plumbing (Tom Brye and Josh Barancyzk) came a couple of 
weeks ago and repaired the Urinal Flush on the Boys Bathroom in the 
Upper Level of the Education wing.  There was also a "back up" in the 
sink at that time and we had much water in the Boiler room after the 
last rain.  They replaced the sump pump in the boiler room and exam-
ined the sink drain so we think all is well now. I do NOT have a bill, 
assuming it came to church?? 
3.  I have a call in to a couple of "Gutter services" to examine the gut-
ters in general and to explore our options for "downspouts" and options 
to drain it away from the buildings.  NO updates yet, but working on 
it.  
4.  Flocks Heating and AC will be here on Wednesday (I think) doing 
their second annual maintenance of our system.  I plan to present 
the  council with another service contract for next year as this is the 
most efficient way for us to maintain our system on a regular schedule                                  
      Continued page 12 
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WESTBY COON PRAIRIE WELCA NEWS 
 

   WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America) of WCP met on Thursday, September 16th at 10AM.  
Pastor Alyssa joined us for our meeting and will be leading a 
Bible study from the Gather magazine at future meetings. Her 
installation will be Sunday, September 19 and a committee 
was formed to serve coffee and cupcakes following the        
service.   
   The quilting group for missions will begin on Thursday,  
November 4th at 9AM. Any quilters (and quilter wan-a-bees) 
are encouraged to join. A special thank you was extended to 
Kathy Lewison for washing and restoring baby quilts that had 
been damaged by water.  
   Members decided to meet at 10AM on the 3rd Thursday in 
October, November, and December and then revisit the    
meeting time at the December meeting. 
  A $200.00 donation was approved to help the Afghan        
refugees that are being housed in Sparta. 
   Mary Connelly, our mission coordinator, explained the  
stewardship kits that WELCA makes for overseas missions. 
We put together many school kits and personal care kits. 
   The next meeting will be Thursday, October 21 at 10AM. in 
the dinning room.  Coffee and cookies will be served.  
Bonnie Anderson and Sarah Nestingen will present the       
program on their recent trip to Pine Ridge.   

All are welcome! 
 
 
Deb Moore co-president 
Margaret Veum co-president 
Karen Ekern secretary 
Faye McClurg treasurer 
Maureen Amundson vice president 
Carol Sorenson serving coordinator 
Mary Connelly mission coordinator 

 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES 
WCP Council members discussed at great lengths how to 
move forward with Sunday services. It was voted that we 
will continue to hold one worship service at Vang and one 
worship service at WCP at this time. At WCP the worship 
style will alternate between our Traditional and Contempo-
rary service. For the month of October worship time at WCP 
will be at 9:30 am. Beginning on Sunday November 7th 
(Daylight Savings Time), WCP will start having services at 
9:00 am only.  
 
We are hoping that our attendance numbers will increase 
enough to return to holding two worship services at WCP. 
 
Vang council will be meeting in October to discuss further 
the worship service times for their congregation. Until       
further notice worship time at Vang will remain at 8:15am.  
 

  Council minutes cont’d from page 6 
Parish Report – Pastor Alyssa                                                                                     

Pastor Alyssa has been busy meeting members and colleagues 
at WCP. Her top priorities are Worship and Confirmation.       
Planning to get a confirmation team together and determine the 
program requirements and scheduling. She will reconvene the 
COVID Taskforce Group and review what else we can do to 
keep in-person worship possible. Goals to think about soon: 
Communion Sign-in for Constitutional Membership purposes. 
Whether we use a guest book or do card stock in the pews. This 
sign-in will help Pastor Alyssa get to know who is active    
within WCP, who needs visits, prayer concerns, etc. Updating 
our Church Management Software. Hold small cottage meet-
ings at the church to hear what makes WCP special for you and 
if there are other needs that can be met. 

Adjournment and Prayer: 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm. m/s/c Mary Connelly, Tim Iverson 
October council meeting: October 19th @ 6:30pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Amy Jankowski 



 

 

  Vang WELCA met after church services on Sunday 
September 26th. After a long discussion at the meeting 

it was unanimously decided not to hold the Mission   
dinner this year due to COVID concerns.                    

The next Vang WELCA Meeting will be Sunday,         
November 14, after the morning service. There will be 

election of officers and the Thank Offering.  

 

Shirley Johnson 

VANG WELCA NEWS 

There has been an increase of COVID-19 cases in our 
local communities. It is our #1 goal at WCP and Vang 
to do our part to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 
and continue having in-person worship services. To 
do this, MASKS WILL BE REQUIRED inside both 
buildings. In addition, we ask that if you or a family 
member have been exposed to someone with the virus, 
are not feeling well, or are in quarantine after  being   
diagnosed with the virus that you please attend worship 
online to help keep your church family safe. If you are 
interested in getting the COVID-19 vaccine or have 
questions, please contact the Vernon County Health 
Department at 608-637-5251 or Pastor Alyssa. Thank 
you for your help in keeping our  
faith community healthy! 

    Thank you,  
       Pastor Alyssa 

 

 

From April 1938 Witness: 
What The Cross Means 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The world has many symbols, but none so precious 
as the cross. It stands for God’s love, shown us in 
His Son. It stands for the love of Jesus Christ, 
shown us in His death for us on Calvary. It stands 
for our salvation from sin and for the gift of eternal 
life. It stands for peace and joy and all the blessings 
of heaven. Whenever we see the cross, our hearts 
leap with thanksgivn. 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
“So round the cross we sing Of Christ our offering, 
Of Christ our living King. Hallelujah for the Cross.” 
     By Amos R. Wells 

WCP/VANG OFFICE EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

Westby Coon Prairie and Vang has a new email      
address. We will continue to be able to receive emails 

at the old mwt address for sometime. Moving        
forward the new email address for the                        

church office is:                                                             
wcpchurch.westby@gmail.com 


